
Biographical Information for Speakers 
 
Helen Boaden is the Director of BBC News.  She oversees UK-wide network news and, since this April, 
the BBC’s Global News division. 
 
Krishnan Guru-Murthy is one of the main presenters of Channel 4 News and the writer of Gurublog.   
 
Hosam El Sokkari is the Head of Audience, Yahoo! Middle East.  He was formerly head of BBC Arabic 
and a launch member of Al Jazeera. 
 
Alan Fisher is a correspondent at Al Jazeera English and a columnist at the Scottish Review.  Though 
based in London, he has reported from conflict zones all around the world for the last 25 years. 
 
Bill Neely is the International Editor of ITV News.  He was voted Broadcast Journalist of the Year 2011 
by the London Press Club. When not on assignment abroad, he regularly anchors weekend news 
bulletins. 
 
Adrian Monck is the Managing Director and Head of Communications and Media at the World Economic 
Forum.  Before that he was head of Journalism at City University and before that he was editor of 
Channel Five News. He co-wrote Can You Trust the Media. 
 
Stella Creasy is the Labour MP for Walthamstow.   
 
Robert Philips is the UK, Europe and Middle East CEO of Edelman.  He is an expert on corporate and 
brand reputation, citizenship, and the transformation towards new models of communications and 
business. 
 
Julia Hobsbawn is the founder, Chairman, and Chief Executive Officer of Editorial Intelligence.  She has 
co-authored The Cosmopolitan Guide to Working in PR & Advertising and The Power of the 
Commentariat, and edited Where the Truth Lies: Trust and Morality in PR and Journalism. 
 
John Harris is a journalist at the Guardian and the author of The Last Party and So Now Who Do We 
Vote For?  He is also a regular panellist on BBC’s Newsnight Review. 
 
Paul Waugh is the Editor of PoliticsHome. He previously spent more than ten years in the lobby at the 
Houses of Parliament including as Deputy Political Editor. 
 
Steve Richards is the Chief Political Commentator at The Independent.  He also presents The Sunday 
Programme on GMTV and Week in Westminster on Radio 4 and presents a live political chat show at 
Kings Place arts centre. 
 
Janan Ganesh is a political correspondent for The Economist. He was a research fellow at Policy 
Exchange and co-wrote ‘Compassionate Conservatism’ 
 
Tim Montgomerie is the founder and an editor of ConservativeHome.  He is also the Director of 
ConservativeIntelligence and an expert on the economy, compassionate conservatism, the Big Society, 
US politics, and foreign affairs. 
 
Cilla Benko is the Deputy Director General at Swedish Radio and a member of the European 
Broadcasting Union’s Executive Board.  She has published "Journalism 3.0 – Media Ecology and the 
Future" on-line with Mats Svegfors. 
 
Peter Horrocks is the Director of BBC World Service and the Deputy Director of the BBC Global News 
division.  He is responsible for overall editorial leadership and management. 
 
Antonio Caprarica is a London correspondent for the RAI.  He is also the author of several books, 
including I Granduchi di Soldonia and C'era una volta in Italia. 
 
Ignasi Guardans is the Director of Public Affairs and Member Relations of the EBU.  He was formerly a 
representative of the CiU Party in the European Parliament and is an expert on film policy and 
intellectual property. 
 
Zahera Harb is a Lecturer in Cultures, Film, and Media at the University of Nottingham.  She is also a 
journalist, a trainer for the Thomson Foundation and the author of Channels of Resistance: Liberation 
Propaganda, Hezbollah and the Media. 
 



Dr. Damian Tambini is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Media and Communications at LSE and 
an Associate Fellow at the Institute for Public Policy Research, at the Oxford Internet Institute, and at 
the Said Business School.  He is an expert on media and telecommunications policy and democratic 
communication. 
 
Agnès Callamard is the Executive Director at Article 19, the freedom of expression NGO.  She has a 
distinguished career in human rights and humanitarian work, having conducted a number of human 
rights investigations in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. 
 
Laura Walker Hudson is the Director of Operations of FrontlineSMS and the Acting Chair of the 
Warwickshire Domestic Violence Support Service.  She also writes the blog Humanitarian Geek. 
 
Carolyn Quinn is the presenter of BBC Radio 4’s The Westminster Hour and Saturday PM .  She also 
regularly presents PM on weekdays. 
 
Lance Price was formerly the Labour Party Director of Communications and is currently a freelance 
political commentator.  He is the author of The Spin Doctor’s Diary and Where Power Lies, as well as 
the novel Time and Fate. 
 
Simon Lewis was formerly the Downing Street Director of Communications and is currently a strategic 
communicationss adviser at UK Trade & Investment. 
 
Charlie Beckett is the founder and Director of POLIS, as well as a regular commentator on journalism 
and politics.  He was an award-winning film-maker and programme editor at the BBC and ITN’s Channel 
4 News. He is the author of ‘SuperMedia’. 
 
James Ball is a data journalist working for the Guardian investigations team.  He formerly worked with 
WikiLeaks projects for Channel 4. 
 
George Brock is a Professor and the Head of Journalism at City University London.  He was formerly 
the Foreign Editor of the Times. 
 
Angela Philips is a Senior Lecturer and runs the print journalism programmes at Goldsmiths College, 
University of London.  She is also a participant in the Goldsmiths Leverhulme Media Research Centre. 
 
Alison Powell is a Fellow in Media and Communications at the LSE.  Her areas of expertise include 
internet governance, digital advocacy, and new media policy. 
 
Nick Anstead is a Lecturer in the Department of Media and Communications at the LSE.  His main area 
of expertise is political communication, and he focuses his research on the impacts of the Internet on 
politics and government. 
 
Mike Rawlins is one of the founders of Pits n Pots, a hyper-local news website in Stoke on Trent. 
 
Clare Sambrook is a novelist, and organiser of the End Child Detention Campaign. In 2010 Clare won 
both the Paul Foot Award and the Bevins Prize for outstanding investigative journalism. 
 
David Wilcox is a consultant and the writer of SocialReporter. 


