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Digitalization… starting point 

“Simply put, digitalization refers to the encoding of analog 

information into a digital format and the possible subsequent 

reconfigurations of the socio-technical context of production 

and consumption of [..] product and services.  

 

Digitization can happen at any of the three broad types of 

artifacts, physical objects, routines, representations.“ 

 
Yoo, Y.: Digital Materiality and the Emergence of an Evolutionary Science of the 

Artificial. In: Leonardi, P., Nardi, B., Kallinikos, J. (eds.) Materiality and Organizing: 

Social Interaction in a Technological World, pp. 134-154. Oxford University Press, 

Oxford (2012) 
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Following the drug. Re-centring our interest on the ‘thing’ as material 

object and as digital traces (representations), or as combined in some 

new hybrid digital materiality or assemblage.  

 

Tracing the becoming.  Describing the journey, the locations, 

mutations, or the life-cycle, of a drug from factory gate through the 

health care system and on as active data traces. We focus in particular 

on the drug (a digital hybrid) arriving in, and passing through, 

healthcare institutions and being used by patients. 

 

Analysis by ‘episodes’. Identifying the times and places where a drug 

is digitalised (encodings, decodings), and where agency (digital agency) 

fractures or migrates.  

 

Drawing a map: Representing the journey and its episodes to connect 

up what might otherwise be left fragmented or isolated. 

Themes for the day… 



Q.1 What is your name and your particular interest in digital drugs as researcher or 

practitioner ? 

   

Q2. In the {area/areas} you are interested in what happens as or when {things | activities 

| work processes |decision making | products and services} become underpinned by or 

entangled with digital technologies and data resources? 

  

Q2-a Follow up question – Where does this occur  and on what scale?  

  

Q2-b Follow up question – How would you describe the overall consequence? Can 

you give it a name e.g. control, precision, efficiency, coordination, choice…… 

  

Q3. What are the most important or potentially helpful research questions that you see 

emerging as we use more digitalised drugs and medicines in health care?  

  

Q3-b Follow up question – How would finding some answers to these question be useful 

or make a contribution? 

 

Video Booth… 


