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Data Sources

• Interviews and focus groups

– Connect App (2012-2015) Gilead Foundation

– Evaluating mHealth technology in HIV to improve 
Empowerment and healthcare utilisation: Research and 
innovation to Generate Evidence for personalised care 
(EmERGE)

– Horizon 2020 (2015-2020)
• Section: Health, demographic change and wellbeing 

• Topic:  Self management of health and disease: citizen engagement and 
mHealth

• The Chemsex Study: Sigma research, LSHTM

• ‘Edit Profile’ – play by Dex Bailey
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‘App-based’ practices

• Law et al. (2014), following Latour (1991), describe 
modernity as enacting a bias for purity

• Contrasted with a disposition to focus on practices, 
characteristic of Science and Technology Studies (STS).

• They refer to processes of combining practices as syncretism 
(a term taken from anthropology and religious studies) 

• empirically explore the ‘messiness’ or modes of syncretism
that bring about coherence or its alternative, which in their 
terminology is noncoherence.

• We use these concepts to describe two discrete assemblages 
through which drugs are made digital in order to explore 
their coherence and noncoherence.
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‘A bias for purity’
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Asking patients

• Do you have a smartphone?

• Do you use apps?

• What kind of apps do you use?
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‘Edit Profile’ by Dex Bailey
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Sigma Research, ‘The Chemsex Study’ p.9
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• ‘Edit Profile’

• Mediation of a drug economy

• Problematic or facilitative

• A smartphone mediated drug economy

• Coherent for some

• Potentially non-coherent for others
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App-based health practices

• Moralities of (noncoherent) drug economies

• Mediated via smartphone app

• Apps-based practices as relational 

• Recognition of a ‘bias for purity’

• Noncoherent yet confluent

• Different drugs, different drug economies

• One bloodstream
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Thank You

Any Questions?
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